
Education

Industrial Designer | Newark, CA 
aparna.bala02@gmail.com

aparnabala.com

 Bachelor of Science, Major in Product Design, Minor in Material Science
ArtCenter College of Design, Pasadena, CA
 
 

- GPA 3.9 
- Provost’s List: all semesters

January 2022 — August 2025

Experience
 Studio Manager August 2025 — December 2025

Farenheit Studio, Highland Park, CA
- Managed kiln logistics, loading and unloading bisque and glaze firings to keep production on schedule.
- Maintained a clean and organized studio environment, ensuring workstations and communal areas remained
safe and free of silica dust.
- Guided members in technical skills, troubleshooting defects to ensure successful firings.

Framing Associate
Michaels Stores, Fremont, CA

September 2020 — March 2021

- Designed personalized framing solutions, ensuring each project met the customer’s vision and specifications
- Assisted in maintaining and organizing framing supplies and inventory
- Managed and tracked custom framing orders from initial consultation to final pickup

Skills 

DreamAir, Honorary Mention
Cumulus Green

Event Videographer
Maitri

Volunteer ExperienceAwards & Recognitions

Nike Endowed Scholarship
ArtCenter College of Design, Pasadena, CA

Workshop Assistant 
Designing Dreams Initiative

Joe and Rosa Farrer Endowded Scholarship
ArtCenter College of Design, Pasadena, CA

Fabricator
NextVision Charity

2022 2021

2023 2025

2024 2026

English (Native), Tamil (Conversational)

Software: GravitySketch, Canva, CapCut, Affinity, Adobe Creative Suite (Acrobat, Illustrator, InDesign, Photoshop,
Substance Stager), Keyshot, Solidworks, Unreal Engine

Design & 
Presentation: 

Concept Ideation, Analog and Digital Ideation, Analog and Digital Rendering, Prototyping, Model Making,
Sewing, Storytelling, Verbal Presentation

Languages: 

Projects
ResMed Sponsored Studio
ArtCenter College of Design, Pasadena, CA

September 2023 — December 2023

 
 
 

- Successfully sold project IP DreamAir to ResMed 
- Worked in a multidisciplinary team to develop innovative solutions for sleep and respiratory disorders 
- Developed multiple design concepts, prototypes, and models, iteratively testing and refining them
based on feedback and performance criteria

 PeerCoach January 2024 — August 2025
ArtCenter College of Design, Pasadena, CA
 - Provided one-on-one mentoring to undergraduate students, offering guidance on academic queries, time 

management, and degree advising.
 
 

- Provided feedback and strategies for improving viscom, concept ideation, and presentation skills
- Helped students develop effective work ethics, strategies and techniques that reflected different learning styles
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